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Ontological Meaning of the Category of “Humaneness” in Confucian Aesthetics

Li Tiandao
( School  Sichuan Normal University Chengdu Sichuan 610066)

Abstract: From the perspective of Confucian aesthetics “humaneness” is just the expression of the origi—
nal nature and the pure and true nature of “Man”. He therefore must eliminate the false and retain the
true and must open wide his humane heart and reveal his humane nature and offer his humaneness to
what should be offered humaneness to be a perfected Self and a perfected Man. To be a perfected Self is
the harmony of mind and body whereas to be a perfected Man is through the perfection of the Self to re—
veal his original and authentic nature to arrive at a harmony of the Self with the Other and further to
keep abreast with heaven and earth and go on this way endlessly and ceaselessly. And the aesthetic at—
tainment of “humaneness” is the expression of his original nature and is the self — evidence of the au—
thentic nature the Man has. As the inherent quality of Man  “humaneness” is revealed in the uncovering
of the “seeking and attainment of humaneness” and is manifested as a sort of humane spirit that the
“humane man loves others”  and he not lonely loves himself but loves others the society and Nature
the more so. The “attainment of humaneness” and the “being comfortable with humaneness” in the sense
of Confucian aesthetics is to spread the humane spirit over Nature and society and by way of this to es—
tablish a harmonious relationship between Man and society and Nature so as to integrate with heaven
and earth and to bear the virtue heaven and earth bear.

Key words: humaneness; the seeking of humaneness; the attainment of humaneness; to integrate with

heaven and earth; to bear the virtue heaven and earth bear
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