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On Notes on Poets and Poetry in Pre — Song Period

XIAO Yan - ling

Abstract: At present academic circles have not yet defined notes on poets and poetry in pre — Song
period. Although catalogue and series of notes on poets and poetry contain those of the pre — Song
period divergence exists in their connotations. Notes on poets and poetry in pre — Song period do
not refer to notes written or compiled in the pre — Song period. Instead they are the collection of
notes on poets and poetry according to content and stylistic rules and layout after the birth of style of
notes on poets and poetry. There are mainly two kinds namely collections of notes by certain
scholars and collections of notes of certain dynasties. The compilation criteria are as follows: First

the recorded materials should be the combination of poetry and lyrics. The content should be rich
and related to poetry. Poetic theory poetic stories and writing methods should be included. Notes as
they are they are short and scattered compared with the complete and well — documented mono—
graphs. Strictly speaking poems and comments should coexist in the material and the lack of either
should be excluded. Secondly the source of the material of those notes should be based on the pre
— Song classics. However when notes are recorded historical materials works compiled by later
generations can be referred to. Thirdly those notes should include not only notes of contemporary
scholars on contemporary poems but also notes of contemporary scholars on poems of former times.

Key words: notes on poets and poetry in pre — Song period catalogue of notes series of notes

collections of notes by certain scholars collections of notes of certain dynasties
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