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Abstract In the intellectual genealogy of cultural studies, Richard
Hoggart is undoubtedly a very important scholar. As Hoggart’s far-reaching
work, The Uses of Literacy shows the paths of cultural studies from different
dimensions. Firstly, based on his depiction of the “ poetic vulgarity” of

working class life, Hoggart emphasizes the focus of cultural studies on every-
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day experience and “local knowledge” . Secondly, by revealing the “shiny
barbarism” in historical development, Hoggart initiates the writing of indi-
vidual spiritual dilemma in a changing society in cultural studies. Finally, by
inquiring into “the use of literacy”, Hoggart releases the reflective con-
sciousnesses and critical potentials of cultural studies. Although The Uses of
Literacy has some paradoxes or unfinished characters, but for cultural studies
in contemporary China, the paths Hoggart has pointed out will still bring im-
plications and lessons that cannot be ignored.

Keywords Richard Hoggart; The Uses of Literacy; cultural studies;

working class; popular culture
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(D Sue Owen ed. , Richard Hoggart and Cultural Studies, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008,

p. 1.
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