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Seven Descriptions of the Japanese Annotated Versions of Yongjia

Xuanjue’s The Song of Enlightenment

LI Tao
(School of Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, China 610011)

Abstract: Yongjia Xuanjue’s The Song of Enlightenment has attracted significant attention from Japanese
Buddhist scholars since its introduction to Japan during the Heian period. Whether it was during the “Five
Mountains Period” when Zen Buddhism was flourishing or the early Edo period when Zen Buddhism was
experiencing a revival, The Song of Enlightenment was regarded as a powerful tool for spreading Buddhism
in various Buddhist movements. For this song, which is rich in meaning and unique in form, Japanese
scholars not only relied on Chinese annotated versions to understand its profound meaning, but also attempted
to write their own annotated versions. The existing Japanese annotated versions of The Song of Enlightenment
are mostly composed by monks of the Caodong sect during the Edo and Meiji periods, each with its own
characteristics. These versions reflect the growing acceptance and evolving interpretation of The Song of
Enlightenment in Japan, highlighting its important position and profound influence in the history of Japanese
Zen Buddhism.

Key words: Yongjia; Xuanjue; The Song of Enlightenment; Song Lyrics for Preaching; Zen Buddhism in
China and Japan
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