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On Intertextual Narrative Relationship between the Pillar Testament and

the Old Tibetan Version of the Ramayana

Tseyong
(School of Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610101)

Abstract: This paper argues the intertextual narrative relationship between the Pillar Testament and the Old Tibet-
an Version of the Ramayana. Firstly, a comparison is made between the Old Tibetan Version of the Ramayana
with three Rama stories which appear in the Extensive Interpretation on The Religious History of India, and Sakya
Pandita” s Treasury of Good Advice and Notes, and then the Old Tibetan Version is chosen as the major text com-
pared to the Pillar Testament. Secondly, an analysis is done on the possible intertextual narrative relationship
from the aspects of the spacial characteristics, the plots setting, and the corresponding relationships between
Songtsen Gampo (Srong—btsan—sgam—po) and Rama, between Princess Wencheng and Sita, between Princess
Bhrikuti Devi and Purpala. Finally, the study argues that it’s possible that the intertextual narrative relationship
exists between the Old Tibetan Version of the Ramayana and the Pillar Testament and this point of view will dis-
close the complex literary and cultural background of the Pillar Testament.

Keywords: the Pillar Testament; the Old Tibetan Version of the Ramayana; the intertextual narrative relationship
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