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Abstract:

Taking the theory of “possible worlds” in cognitive poetics as the main
entry point, this paper analyzes two representative works of Anton Pavlovich
Chekhov, namely The Steppe and Ward No. 6, and explores the survival
dilemma and ideological struggles of Russian intellectuals under the autocratic
rule of the Tsar. Firstly, the article outlines the important position of the theme
of intellectuals in Chekhov’ s creation and how he demonstrates the inner world
of intellectuals through delicate writing, and introduces the theory of “possible
worlds” to interpret these inner activities. Then, it analyzes the plot continuity
of the living conditions of intellectuals in the two works from The Steppe to Ward
No. 6, and reveals how the protagonists in the two works, The Steppe and Ward
No. 6, obtain the continuity of fate in the “possible worlds” . Finally, from
the perspective of “possible worlds” , it discusses the common tragedies in
society under the disciplinary power, reveals the severe reality faced by Russian
intellectuals during this period and their helpless struggles, and shifts from
the “possible worlds” in the text to the real world. This paper aims to further
understand the living conditions and spiritual pursuits of Russian intellectuals
under specific historical backgrounds through the interpretation of Chekhov' s
works and the elaboration of “possible worlds” .
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