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Ballad Movement and the Inception of Modern Chinese Dialectology
WANG Qiangian CAQO Zhiyun

Abstract: Ballads and dialects are inherently interrelated, and the study of ballads cannot be divorced from
the study of dialects. A century ago, the Ballad Movement brought the issue of dialects into the realm of
academic research and drew widespread attention, leading to the establishment of the Dialect Investigation
Society, the first academic society for dialect investigation and research in Chinese history. The core members
of the Dialect Investigation Society engaged in in-depth discussions on the nature, subjects, and methods of
dialect investigation and research, proposing many groundbreaking theoretical ideas and operational approaches
that had a significant impact on the subsequent development of Chinese dialectology and continue to offer
enlightening insights and references in certain aspects to this day.

Key words: Ballad Movement, Chinese dialectology, history of dialectology, Dialect Investigation Society,
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