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Review and Prospect of the Study on the“Xixia Theme”

in the Ming and Qing Popular Literature
Yang Wenbo

Abstract: In recent years, the study of Xixia themes on popular literature in the Ming and
Qing Dynasties has mainly focused on four aspects, namely, the compilation and collation of origi-
nal materials, the basic study of various kinds of narratives, the case study of literary phenomena,
and the comprehensive study of literary phenomena. The successive publication of large-scale popu-
lar literature series has provided basic documents for the study of Xixia subjects in popular litera-
ture; all kinds of narratives have roughly introduced the plot synopsis of Xixia subjects, and have
proved the relevant historical facts; the case studies have mainly focused on the defence of the con-
tent of specific works, the compilation of writers  biographies, and the analysis of the writers’
thoughts; and the comprehensive studies have been carried out through the same theme, period, and
literary style. The research on the Xixia theme of Ming and Qing popular literature is mostly based
on the Song culture, and few people observe the Ming and Qing literati's reshaping of history and
the cultural meaning behind it from the perspective of Xixia. A complete collection and arrange-
ment of basic literature on Xixia themes in Ming and Qing popular literature, taking the position
of Ming and Qing literati on Xixia history as the main perspective, and combining the Xixia
themes in Ming and Qing elegant literature with Ming and Qing ethnic policies to carry out the re-
search may be a feasible direction for the study of Xixia literature in the future.

Keywords: Xixia; popular literature; Song culture proper; perspective
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