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From the Theory of Imagery to Imageism:
The Paradigm Shift in the Interpretation of “Jin Se”
Cui Liguo
Abstract: The poem “Jin Se (£#:%)” has always been subject to diverse interpretations. Traditional
explanations often started from the poet’s life experiences, striving to clarify its meaning, resulting in dozens

of proposed intentions of the poet. The guiding ideology behind this is the ancient Chinese theory of imagery,
with the focus on exploring the deep meaning of the poem. In the 20th century, the interpretation of “Jin Se”
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underwent a paradigm shift from the theory of imagery to the Imagist school, which no longer delved into the
poet’s intentions but placed the emphasis on the text of the poem itself. This trend coincided with the poetic
philosophy of the Western Imagist school. One of the sources of the Imagist school is precisely Chinese
classical poetry, which has influenced the growth and revival of Chinese new poetry, and greatly inspired
the content presentation, creative techniques and theoretical principles of the Imagist school. Exploring the
interpretative history of “Jin Se” could help us to understand the mutual influence between Western literary
theory and Chinese classical literature.
Keywords: Li Shangyin; Jin Se; theory of imagery; Imageism; Ezra Pound
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