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Preface of Classical Chinese Poetics and the Formation of Shi-
hua Characteristics

Xiao Yanling

School of Chinese Language and Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan, China
E-mail: 373650229@qq. com

Abstract: Shi-hua (poetry talks) is a unique Chinese genre of poetic criticism. Its prefaces
illuminate how its characteristics formed. First, authors often wrote in tranquil natural settings, with
mature aesthetic insights and secluded experiences shaping a distinctive poetic aesthetic realm and the
way of interpreting peotry. Second, an aesthetic mindset of “being free from all distractions” allowed
genuine emotional encounters with poetry, while reflective nostalgia infused personal experience into
criticism, thus endowing this theoretical work with the formal characteristic of poeticizing aesthetic
emotions. Third, shi-hua often emerged through gatherings and dialogues rather than individual
composition, endowing it with inclusive content and flexible structure. However, beneath this
seemingly “relaxed”, “lively” , “free”, “casual”, and “flexible” form of commentary lies the authors’
profound understanding of worldly affairs and their experiences of life’s joys and sorrows, making the
emotions and meanings within Shi-hua subtle and implicit.

Keywords: Shi-hua preface; Shi-hua characteristics; Shi-hua creative context; Shi-hua

composition process; poetic aesthetic realm

“Muckraking Novels Criticizing” of the New Culture Movement Writers in
the Early Republic of China

Yang Tianhong, Hu Yizhou

School of History & Culture (Tourism), Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan, China
E-mail: yth500@163. com

Abstract: Muckraking novels rose in the early Republic of China and became popular rapidly,
while its concept is relatively unclear. In the new culture movement, new literature colleagues
criticized muckraking novels, which had a far-reaching impact on their conceptual change and the
subsequent writing of literary history. Although the concept of muckraking novels is uncertain, the
critical object of new culture movement writers is very clear. They did not care about the speculative
publications, and their purpose was not simply to stigmatize muckraking novels, but to take the
opportunity to complete the self-shaping of new literature and incorporate this criticism into the agenda
of Literary Revolution. Though their object of criticism remained silent, the goal of new culture
movement writers had not been achieved. In order to get rid of the dilemma, they shifted criticism

from content to form, with limited success. This debate reveals both the context and constraints of
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