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On the Structure of Qu Sao
Li Cheng, Zhao Lixue

Abstract: Structure, as the internal organizational form of a literary work, serves as its
foundational framework. Few studies have examined Qu Sao (the poetry of Qu Yuan)
holistically from a structural perspective. This paper analyzes the structures of Nine Songs
(Jiu Ge), Encountering Sorrow (Li Sao), Nine Elegies (Jiu Zhang), Summoning the Soul
(Zhao Hun), The Great Summons (Da Zhao), Far Roaming (Yuan You) , Divination
(Bu Ju), and The Fisherman (Yu Fu) . It argues that the structures of these works and
their interrelationships reveal Qu Sao as an integrated whole, deserving a comprehensive
and systematic interpretation. Through this approach, one may trace the poet’s creative
process and the probable chronological order of composition, leading to a deeper
understanding of Qu Sao’s thematic essence and literary characteristics. Additionally, this
structural analysis offers an indirect yet artistic perspective on long— debated issues of
interpretation and authorship concerning certain works.

Key words: Qu Sao; structure; system; time; space
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