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On the Literary Mind and Literary Artistry
in Literary Theories of the Six Dynasties

LI Zhen
(School of Chinese Language and Literature , Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610068, China)

Abstract : In the literary theories of the Six Dynasties, scholars placed significant emphasis on the “mind” («xin) of
the creative subject, highlighting the role of subjective consciousness during the creative process and its overarching
influence on literary artistry (wenshu). Influenced by the intellectual trends and social context of the era, discus-
sions concerning the mind in literary theories of the Six Dynasties were intrinsically linked with concepts such as vi-
tality(¢i) and sentiment(ging ). This discourse affirmed the crucial significance of sentiment in the generation of
literary value. Concurrently, scholars in the Six Dynasties demanded the integration of the creative subject’ s tal-
ent, vitality, learning, and practice, nurturing creative inspiration through broad observation, with their emulation
of earlier canonical works also accentuating personal emotional resonance. Regarding specific techniques of literary
artistry, they insisted that the mind must comprehensively master artistic principles, achieving unity between the in-
ner mind and external technique. The foundational concept of the mind as wellspring and the structure of mind-
technique integration evident in the literary theories of the Six Dynasties embody the humanistic core of ancient Chi-
nese literary thought, revealing the limitations in contemporary applications of artificial intelligence within the realm
of literary creation and providing the significant theoretical grounding for safeguarding the humanistic core of litera-
ture in the technological age.

Keywords: literary theories of the Six Dynasties; mind; vitality; sentiment; literary artistry
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